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Office Action Summary 
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Applicant(s) 

SHOJI, BUNICHI 



Art Unit 

3635 



Period fo7 Rep7y A ' UNG MTE °' ** communicatio » a PP*™ on the cover she et with the Correspondence address - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION MONTH(S) FROM 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication^) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL 2b)|g| This action is non-final. 

3) D 2l?e^ IS appli ° ation isi " condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-5 and 8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 6 and 7 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 1-5 and 8 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0) B The drawing(s) filed on 08 February 1999 is/are: a)Q accepted or b)B objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 

Attachment(s) 

1) IS Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3) £y Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 2 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 



Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
6)D Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Part of Paper No. 1 1 



^ Application/Control Number: 09/245,720 Paa 2 

' Art Unit: 3635 

Applicant's election with traverse of the restriction in Paper No. 8 is 
acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that the Office Action does not 
demonstrate that the inventions are distinct. This is not found persuasive 
because as stated in the restriction requirement the Groups are found in different 
art areas and the flat section can be formed by a different process than as 
claimed. The MPEP states that this is sufficient to require an election between 
two distinct inventions. The die and method of using the die as claimed in claims 
6-7 is not restricted to the chords as claimed in claims 1-5 and 8. The die and 
method can be used to make many other apparatus besides a truss structure. 
The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



Information Disclosure Statement 

Receipt is acknowledged of Form 1449 filed 2/8/99. 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a) because they fail to show 
the interconnection of the parent plate to the chord members as described in the 
specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the 
disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). A proposed 
drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held ii 
abeyance. 



Application/Control Number: 09/245,720 p 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 1-5 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claims 1-2 and 4-5, line 3, "the end" has no antecedent basis since the chords 
may have more than one end. 

In claims 1 , 2, and 4, lines 5-6, "said upper chord member ... comprise a pipe 
member" is indefinite. The wording infers that the members are all one member. By 
inserting -each- before "comprise" the rejection would be overcome. 

In claims 1 , 2, and 4, line 7, claim 3, line 2, and claim 5, lines 4-5, "said 
connection part" has no antecedent basis since more than one part has been previously 
defined. 

In claim 2, lines 8-9, "a same diameter by a cylindrical drawing" is indefinite. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-2 and 4-5 appear to be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome 
the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 
A final determination will be made when the drawing objection and rejection of the 
claims under 1 12 has been overcome. 

Claims 3 and 8 appear to be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Application/Control Number: 09/245,720 
Art Unit: 3635 

No prior art of record shows truss elements having ands as claimed, nor any 
motivation to do so. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beth A Stephan whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2485. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 7:30 - 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl Friedman can be reached on (703) 308-0839. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-7687 
for regular communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2168. 



Beth A Stephan 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3635 
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